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The Cinematik IFF will enter its 16th year in just three months. It will bring extraordinary Slovak openings.

Press release, June 16, 2021

This year, the Cinematik Piešťany: International Film Festival enters its 16th year. The event will take place from September 14 to 19, 2021. As usual, the festival will offer a varied spectrum of the best that has been created both at home and abroad over the last year. You will also be provided with original thematic sections, prestigious contests and exclusive openings. Today, the organizers present several extraordinary introductions of new domestic works from the program of the festival.

Peter Bebjak is one of the most successful and most active Slovak filmmakers today. He also succeeded last year when he completed his last feature film, The Auschwitz Report (Správa, 2020). The historical drama goes back to the events of April 7, 1944, when Alfred Wetzler and Rudolf Vrba managed to do something incredible - escape from the Auschwitz death camp and report to the world the chilling news of the genocide that was taking place behind the walls of the concentration camps across Europe. This courageous act did not go unnoticed. Their report reached Winston Churchill and Franklin D. Roosevelt and eventually played a profound role in the development of World War II.

Bebjak filmed a real story full of emotions and tension in a Slovak-Czech-Polish-German co-production and also made it to Slovak Oscar nomination for the best foreign language film. The film was originally supposed to have its premiere on January 27, 2021, on the occasion of the International Holocaust Remembrance Day, but the event was cancelled due to the pandemic. Visitors to the Cinematik festival will be able to see it ahead of its distribution date. However, The Auschwitz Report will not be the only domestic title that will be brought on the big screen by Cinematik in September.

Another distribution preview of the festival program will be the feature film Forebodings (Predtuchy, 2020) by Vjačeslav Kryštofovyč, a Slovak-Ukrainian-Lithuanian co-production. He takes the spectators to a sleepy seaside town, where life is suddenly disrupted by the death of a man who wanted to be buried on a secret site. The worrying situation of the locals forces them to ask unpleasant questions and look for answers within themselves and among each other.

Another film that will be premiered at the 16th year of Cinematik is The Flying Dutchman Ľubomír Feldek (Blúdiaci Holanďan Ľubomír Feldek, 2021) by director Marek Janičík about one of the most important figures of Slovak literature of the 20th century. Ľubomír Feldek was a poet, playwright, storyteller, Slovak translator of Shakespeare and creator of the legendary movie Perinbaba. At present, he is one of the last living authors of the group of poets Literary Trnava group, whose work in the 1950s defined the ideology of socialist realism at the time. Through the theme of the "eternal judgment," which extends Feldek's entire life, the public will be reminded of the difficult times in culture during socialist Czechoslovakia. Together with Ľubomír Feldek, the viewer will go through 85 years of history not only of the author, but also of Slovakia itself.

In the Slovak premiere, Cinematik will also present a unique director's version of Noro Držiak's film The Impossible Voyage (Cesta do nemožna, 2019), which presents the life journey of Milan Rastislav Štefánik in an original form of a collage of feature and animated film. Compared to the original version of the film, you can look forward to completely remastered trick scenes exactly according to the original author's intention.
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Cinematik has always included quality documentaries, especially the domestic ones by Slovak and Czech documentary filmmakers. We could not leave them out in this year's program either. Several of them will have their Slovak premiere at Cinematik.

For example, the Czech-Slovak co-production film 1968 - Reconstruction of the Occupation (1968 - Rekonštrukcia okupácie, 2021) by director Jan Šikl, who has been collecting amateur family films for decades. One of his most surprising catches is the three-and-a-half-hour material documenting the invasion of the Warsaw Pact armies into Czechoslovakia in 1968. Unseen shots in his film revive the past and offer a unique opportunity for social reflection.

In the Slovak premiere, Cinematik will also present a new documentary by Erika Hníkovová Every Single Minute (Každá minúta života, 2021). For one year, the time-lapse film captures the unusual experiment of parents who raise their son from an early age to become a successful top athlete. The film raises the question of the meaning of the child's upbringing today and recalls the possible risks of a one-sided focus on measurable performance.

Other documentary premieres of the 16th year of Cinematik include the film Blood, Sweat and Tears (Na krev, 2020). In the movie, Erik Knopp follows the 8th generation of the famous Czech puppet family Kopecký, who are connected with the Jatka78 scene or the Cirk La Putyka project.

The documentary Remedy (2021) by Jakub Šipoš will also have its domestic premiere at Cinematik. The film follows the story of young people who are looking for a higher meaning in life to help others. An extraordinary pilgrimage will take them all the way to Senegal, where they start to distribute simple but vital water filters. The film allows the viewer to look into other cultures, but also reminds of the fragility of the ecosystem and the rarity of things that we take for granted.

The director Ladislav Kaboš will also present his novelty The Architect of Brutal Poetry (Architekt drsnej poetiky, 2021), at the festival. The old man can't recognize his own face in the mirror. He suffers from Alzheimer's disease. Gradually, his memories disappeared. One day, he decides to tell his life story to his reflection in the mirror. The man is Hans Broos - a prominent Brazilian architect, a representative of brutalism, originally a Carpathian German born in Slovakia. The mirror to which he confesses serves as a reflection of his own memories.

The rich offer of attractive domestic documentaries of the Cinematik program will be further complemented by the films White on White (Biela na bielej, dir. Viera Čákanyová, 2020), At Full Throttle (Láska pod kapotou, dir. Miro Remo, 2021), Invisible (Maia Martiniak, 2020), On Your Marks! (Na značky!, dir. Mária Pinčíková, 2021) or The Sailor (dir. Lucia Kašová, 2021).

Accreditations for the 16th Cinematik International Film Festival will be on sale from 14 July on the festival's official website www.cinematik.sk.
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